Municipal
Matters

In This Issue
Reeve’s Address
Update and recap from the Reeve

Page 2

The Good News
Highlights of happenings of Municipal Departments

Page 3

Protective Services
News from Compliance Rural R.C.M.P. and BWFD

Page 4

Public Works
Recap of 2015 Season, 2016 Planning and Winter Preparation

Page 5

Development Services

FALL 2015
E nd less Var iety …Infini te Op por tunity

Recap, updates and important information if you are developing

Page 6

Weed Management
News from the Ditches

Page 7

Regional Landfill
New Management, facelifts, operational changes

Mark your Calendars

Page 7

Q&A
Be in the know – have a question please submit

Page 8

Office Closures:
November 11th – Remembrance Day
Dec 25th - 28th – Christmas and Boxing Day
January 1st – New Years Day
Office Open Mon – Fri 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Important Dates
Taxes Due: December 31st, 2015
See Page 6 for more info
Council Dates: 1st and 3rd Thursday of
every Month.
REDUCE OUR FOOTPRINT! If you are
receiving a duplicate copy of this via mail,
please let us know so we can adjust. If you’d
prefer to receive via email please contact the
office so we can add you to the electronic
distribution list.

EMERGENCY CONTACTS
For any emergency dial 911
Sask Power

Sask: 310-2220
1-888-355-5589

Sask Energy

1-800-700-0427

Culverts 2014 / 2015
Update on the Culvert Program
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We hope you will find the Fall 2015 Municipal Matters both informative and
enjoyable. We would love to hear from you on topics you would like to see.
We publish twice each year April and November (please submit month prior
to publishing).
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Reeve Dow committed to the diversification of economic
opportunities to provide a stable and promising future for the
Municipality.

2015 has been another challenging year. The slow down in the Oil & Gas Sector has affected a lot of individuals and businesses with
impacts to the municipality as well. Wells were being shut in and while we had anticipated a 25% reduction it actually proved to be a
35% reduction in active wells. It is our responsibility to adapt for the impacts this will have on our budget, as such part time/ seasonal
staff operated on a reduced schedule through the summer season.
Harvest is winding down for many. There were some areas where the late rain falls caused delays, but farmers have worked hard to get
the remainder of the crops off and into the bins. Wilton’s grader crew has been working diligently in keeping the main roads in shape,
while ensuring back roads remain passable for the agricultural producers during their busy season. Maintenance activities saw
shoulder pulls completed on some of our gravel roads, and with the untimely rainfall this unfortunately created some problems we did
not anticipate. Adjustments have been made to remedy this situation, and sincere apologies to those ratepayers experienced difficult
local road conditions. We welcome input from ratepayers when they notice roads that need extra attention, and encourage you to
contact the Public Works Department when you have concerns with any road. It is always important to Council that your concerns be
brought forward so they can be addressed in a timely manner.
Public Works continued with the plans for major road infrastructure projects, and Wilton benefited from the competitive prices for
contracted works As we move forward into 2016 Council will be reviewing infrastructure needs to determine which projects are
priority, and to implement a plan to complete more improvements next year. It is important to continue with planned capital projects
while pricing is favorable. Tax assessment changes and its impact on taxation is always one year behind. As a result there may be a
need for operational revisions. Looking forward, it is likely that 2017 will be a year of road maintenance only - this could show some
more personnel adjustments in 2017. According to the traffic counts road use is currently about 18% of peak, and dialogue with users
of the road infrastructure will be taking place. We must be prepared.
The Provincial Government “is currently reviewing industry financial contributions to RMs, rural road infrastructure and RM
accountability; road maintenance agreements are included as part of this review; The objective is to develop policy that will assist both
the business sector and local governments in addressing the challenges of Saskatchewan’s economic growth, in terms of providing
necessary services and infrastructure, but without creating obstacles in terms of competitiveness and growth.” Wilton, along with
other municipalities, will be participating in case studies to assist the Province in this review and we welcome the opportunity to ensure
there is an understanding of the impacts relating to the traffic in the heavy oil area of Saskatchewan.
Wilton’s taxation policy is structured to have the users of the municipal infrastructure paying a fair, equitable and sustainable share of
taxes. The goal is to ensure that the works and improvements underway are structured to provide the necessary services today and
well into the future, as we anticipate continued economic development to impact this area of the Province for many years to come.
There are some positive signs out there with development still taking place in the industrial parks, and some new housing starts. There
is also a rail expansion being developed to the west of the Altex Transload facility.
We will be meeting, over the winter season, with our urban and rural neighbors to make long term plans for protective services in this
region. The Policing services, Fire and Rescue services and Emergency Measures will all be reviewed.
Sincerely submitted
Reeve Glen Dow
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Congratulations to Darren Elder, CAO for the Municipality on his recent nomination and election to the Rural Municipal
Administrators’ Association as Vice President. An election of such by your peers is a most significant honor. Darren looks
forward to working alongside his fellow Administrators in meeting the needs of the members and to help improve the
professional services offered and delivered to all people of Saskatchewan. This opportunity also serves Wilton well in
connecting us more directly to other Municipalities in the Province.

“Our focus each day is to ensure that each
employee returns home to their families and
that the work we are completing for our
valued ratepayers and general public is done
so in a safe manner. “ OH & S

Dale Trimble, Occupational Health & Safety Manager is happy to report at time of
writing thanks to the improvements in the safety program we boast a 698 no
incident track record. The Saskatchewan Workers’ Compensation Board (WCB) had
a financial surplus that went over their allowed amount and those funds were
allocated to all member employers who had net premiums higher than their claims
costs between 2011 and 2013.

The R.M. as part of the above program received a one-time payment of $26,985.96

During the month of July, the fire department sent 10 members and one fire suppression unit to aid in
the fire fighting efforts in La Ronge. They spent 12 days on deployment and learned some very valuable
lessons in forest fire fighting. Their initial responsibilities were asset protection and were assigned the
South East part of La Ronge. Their efforts were successful with no asset loss to the town of La Ronge.
Members had the opportunity to work along side the federal government fire teams and learned about
Wildland and urban interface. The second part of their deployment was putting out hot spots north of La Ronge and also preventing flare up fires.
Wilton takes this opportunity to tip their hats to the ongoing commitment of the BWFD members, a call such as this was quickly responded to by all
and they represented us well.
The department would like to thank Council for their support.
Municipal maps are available to view online
www.rmwilton.ca OR

873 Permits Issued Jan 1 – Sept 25

Purchase at the R.M. Office
Wilton - $10

Northwest Municipal Services Permit Coordinators are please to announce
that 94% of all road permits issued between January 1, 2015 and September
25 2015 were purchased online.
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With the downturn in the price of
oil and the slow down in the oil patch come reports of vandalism and
mischief and thefts from well sites and break-ins to residences. The
Wilton Police Service and Maidstone RCMP would like to remind area
residents that if they see anything suspicious to call the Maidstone
RCMP at 306-893-4800.

The fire department currently has 31 members.




REMINDERS
The team would like to take the
time to remind the public to
adhere to posted traffic signs.
Speeds in excess of 50 km/hr
over the speed limit can result in
your vehicle being impounded
for 7 days.

General Speed Limit on all
R.M. roads including
paved surfaces is 80 KM
unless otherwise posted

We have 12 members taking their IFSTA 1001 Levels 1 and 2.
This is the International Qualifications for fire fighting.
One member is currently taking his NFPA 921 and IFSTA 1033,
this is the qualification for Fire Investigator.
Two members of the fire department and one member of the
Lloydminster Rescue Squad attended a 5 day course on train
derailments at the JIBC in Maple Ridge. In this course they
learned how to determine what is in the train cars, who to call
and also how to mitigate incidents.

13 Grass

3 False

4 Vehicle

2 Motor Vehicle Accidents

26 YTD

1 Structure

2 Mutual Aid

1 Gas Leak

Violations & Notices
(Jan – Oct)
Compliance Division:
41 speeding violations
5 Overweight
6 Other offences
Enhanced:
800 Tickets & Violations





CONCERNS OR GENERAL INQUIRIES
Enhanced Traffic Services
Maidstone/Lloydminster Rural RCMP
PH: 306-893-4800
FX: 306-893-4802

Smoke alarms should be
connected so when one
alarms then they all alarm.
if your alarms are older than
10 years they should be
replaced

For more information on smoke alarms and fire safety visit www.nfpa.org/education

Fine for using a cell phone is
$280 and could result in your
vehicle being impounded.

THANK YOU BWFD MEMBERS
Thank you to all the Employers, Businesses and families that
support the Britannia Wilton Fire Department by allowing them
to serve our community!
The links that the Fire Service has in the community are valued, and
your ongoing contribution to fire fighting is appreciated by the
community and all those whose lives you save every day.
Thanks again for the selfless work you do in our communities
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MULCHING

OLD MAN WINTER

The RM mulched 33 miles of right of way this year. We know there are
many right of ways which require this maintenance and we working
diligently in identifying these roads. If you have a road that you would
like mulched, please visit our website to fill out and submit an
application form. Mulching works will only be done for trees/shrubs
that are within the existing right of way. We will not provide private
mulching work.

Community water wells located at Wilton Energy Park, Nenebor
Community Centre and Wilton Landfill will be shut down again for the
year.

PAVING / STRENGTHENING

The Public Works Department had another successful year of projects
throughout the R.M. and is winding down the summer program and
preparing for the upcoming winter season.

The municipality completed the following paving and strengthening:

The Winter Mix product to be used on roadways is now protected by a
structure to prevent any moisture and subsequent sticking of the
product. The R.M. has also enhanced the application of sand whereby
an injection of warm water occurs onto the sand/salt mixture and then
it is spread onto the road. This design allows for better adhesion to
icy road surfaces.

42 km of paving:
1.

Hwy #16 South to Lone Rock. Township Road 480 from
Highway #17 East to Range Road 3273

2.

Township Road 480 between Range Road 3253 & 3260

Winter Maintenance program will commence as in past years with
seven day week coverage.

2016 PLANNING

Thanks for all the work you have been doing
in keeping our roads in good condition…it
does not go unnoticed – Ratepayer
feedback

With the slowdown in the oil sector, careful
review of budget and forecasting have
resulted in cuts to all areas of our
operations from manpower to projects.
The Municipality will continue to maintain
our high level of maintenance service on
our roads (grading, gravelling and surface road repairs). Previously
scheduled construction projects are being adjusted or cancelled due
to budget constraints.

Dirt work for road construction on RR 3260 South of the “Bought
Road” [481A] was completed and will finish off with gravel
incorporation. This road will be reviewed again in 2016 to determine
if strengthening and chipseal will be required.

The departments focus on a maintenance year work program resulted
in the following:
20,000 cubic yards of traffic gravel application



13 Culvert replacements



Over 40 miles of shoulder pulling (reclaiming the gravel
pushed over the edge of the ditch and then reshaping the
road with the gained material) was completed.

Failures were fixed on the Lone Rock South
road (Range Road 3273) and then a double
chipseal was applied.

To complete our construction project on Township Road 480 we will
be doing more strengthening between Range Road 3260 & 3261 and
completing 2 miles of chipseal.

MAINTENANCE EXCELLENCE



The Municipality received funding through the
Municipal Roads for the Economy Program for
the above noted projects.

DUST CONTROL
The new process for Dust control application whereby ratepayers
applied for the application worked very well. The process identified
the areas of concern and allowed targeted application. We received a
total of 82 applications. The new process cut the cost of our Dust
Control program by approximately 65%. The process will remain the
same for 2016.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAIL CROSSING MAINTENANCE
Canadian Pacific is continuing with their line upgrades.

Municipal Cooperation

Please watch the Municipal website www.rmwilton.ca as well as the
Northwest Permitting site https://nwroadpermits.com/ for the latest
news regarding CP activities in the R.M. including road closures.

The R.M. assisted the R.M. of Manitou with the clean up of the
Buzzard Bridge after it was destroyed by fire.

For questions or concerns please contact the office:
Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. @ (306) 387 – 6244
or by email: info@rmwilton.ca.

We worked with the Town of Lashburn on a Road project.

You can also always speak with the Reeve or your Division Councilor
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TAX REMINDER
Taxes are due by Dec 31st each year. As a courtesy we
send out a reminder notice to avoid arrears and penalties.
Payment Date

Paid by June 30

Discount
on
Municipal
Portion
6%

% of Municipal
Taxes paid
by this date
93.11%

Paid by July 31

5%

94.96%

Paid by August 31

4%

95.98%

Paid by September 30

3%

96.39%

by Ken Gobeil & Erin Simpson - Planners

Drainage Plan Update
After the Urban Systems Showcase of the Drainage Study in spring 2015 the RM of Wilton
council has contracted ATANA Management Inc. to study the Aberfeldy area drainage in more
detail. At present our team is collecting a Culvert inventory as part of these works.

Rural Addressing
The Province of Saskatchewan announced plans to provide Rural Addressing. Information is
being released to municipalities for review and confirmation prior to addressing being
finalized for the province. Regulations on signage for landowners and residents are currently
being set by the Province.

Pay direct with the following Banks
You’ll need your Roll/Account #

CIBC

Servus/Synergy Credit Union



TD Canada Trust

QUESTIONS… We Can Help
For more information on assessment, taxation and
payment options, you may phone the RM of Wilton
office at 306-387-6244

SEED PLANT… LET’S GET CLEANING

Bylaw Updates
There have not been many changes this year to bylaws. Wilton is still waiting for Community
Planning to approve the new Official Community Plan and Zoning Bylaw for the Lloydminster
Planning District Commission (LPDC).

Building & Development Permits
A development/building permit is required any time a building is constructed or there is a
change in use of an existing building or piece of land. The building / development permit must
be obtained before work starts.
Applying for a permit midway through construction is a major risk if your construction plans
are non-compliant with municipal bylaws or the National Building Code it can be extremely
costly when major changes are needed in order to make your development compliant. This
can be avoided by going through the municipal inspection prior to construction.

Plant closed in July for annual maintenance which
means the plant is ready for the cleaning season.

Subdivision Applications

Cleaning to date is 410,529 bushels. Producers
enjoy a 20% Discount on services until January 31st.

The Provincial government has subdivision application forms. Applications for subdivision
must have signatures from the current owners of the property as well as a Plan of Proposed
Subdivision that is drafted by a Surveyor licensed to work in Saskatchewan.

Avoid the rush book today and enjoy a zero wait time.
Call 306-285-3511 to book your time.

Wilton recommends that all subdivision applications be brought to the municipality first, in
order to save on surveyor costs and time with provincial review.

Do I need Municipal approval to build an approach/access/driveway?
NEW – UNWIN BRIDGE
Motorists will notice new signage and guardrails
which were installed at the Unwin Bridge area.

Yes, approval is required for any access to municipal infrastructure or property, including roads.
The municipality will inspect all proposed locations to ensure it is a safe access point onto the
road as well as provide construction standards including culvert size. For more information and
to learn how to formally apply for access onto Municipal roads please contact the Development
Serviced Department.

We ask that if you see any downed or missing traffic signs to please contact the office.

Keep you and Your Family Safe
We want to provide a friendly reminder that it is recommended that
both Smoke Alarms and Carbon Monoxide monitors are replaced
every 10 years.
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The Municipalities Weed Management program moved into full
swing this year. All necessary equipment was acquired and a total
of 167.5 miles was sprayed through Division 3 and part of Division
4 South of Grid 480. The program focused on Common Tansy,
Yellow Toadflax and Leafy Spurge.
We look forward to
continuing to make headway with this throughout the R.M. in
2016.

Please register your Organic Land to avoid spray
drift onto your land.
Contact the office for the Registration From or visit
www.rmwilton.ca

Snowplowing will be done on a priority basis with school bus
routes and main corridors being done first with the rest of the
winter road system following.

Note: Private Laneways will not be plowed and we are
asking that snow from your laneway not be pushed onto our
grid surface as this creates a liability issue and is dangerous to
the travelling public

The Regional Landfill is receiving some upgrades and has undergone some operational changes. We would like to take this
opportunity to introduce the new Manager –Richard Boser. Richard looks forward to providing a park like environment and
an organized and smooth process for all Landfill users. His plan will take some time to execute but is underway already –
stop by and have a look. Scales have been installed and will be in use by November. All patrons will be required to scale.
A new fee schedule has also been implemented as per below.
A reminder that as of October 1st the Landfill has moved to a NO CASH system.

Landfill Hours
Monday/Tuesday
Wed – Fri
Saturday
Sunday

Nov 1 - Mar 31
Closed
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
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Will the RM supply gravel for my laneway? No, the
RM’s gravel supply is earmarked for our road
maintenance and construction requirements. There
are contractors in the area that can provide this
service for you.

How many residences are allowed on my property? One residence is
allowed per property. Only under specific circumstances (e.g. farm
employees, care aids) that are approved at the discretion of council can an
additional residence be added. For more information please contact the
Development Services Department.

Can I run a business from my Farm or Home? Farm
and Home based businesses are permitted at the
sole discretion of council. For more information
please contact the Development Services
Department.

What are the rules regarding subdivision and
development within the municipality? Subdivision
and Development is regulated mostly through the
Official Community Plans and Zoning Bylaws for a
municipality.

I require a school bus sign, how can I make this
happen?
You will be required to fill out an “Application for
School Bus Stop Ahead” form and submit it to your
respective school division. The school division
reviews the request and if acceptable, forwards it to
us with the request for sign placement.

Will the RM build or maintain my approach? Wilton does not offer private
works to residents or ratepayers. It is up to the resident / landowner to build
and maintain their approaches; this includes providing culverts or gravel.

What are the rules for subdividing or building on
undeveloped or unmaintained road? If a subdivision or
development is proposed with access on an undeveloped,
substandard or unmaintained road it will be the
responsibility of the applicant to rebuild or develop the
road to year round all weather standards.

Is the R.M. required to provide Dust Control? No, the RM is not required
to provide dust control to its ratepayers. Although, the RM does recognize
that excessive dust due to traffic can impact ratepayers and their outdoor
activities. As dust control product and its application are expensive, the
RM is always looking for more efficient ways to provide this service.

How do I get a Business License? Wilton does not issue
Business Licenses; instead Wilton regulates business
through the issuance of development permits. If a
business is occupying an existing building or property
then a development permit is to be obtained for that
use.

How do I apply for a Building/Development
Permit? Building / Development Permits can
be applied for using an application form that
can be picked up at our office or found on
our website.

Can I subdivide my quarter section into residential acreages? Wilton
currently only permits two 10 acre parcels to be subdivided out of a
quarter section.

What is an Official Community Plan and a Zoning Bylaw? An
Official Community Plan is the general goals and long term vision
of a municipality. This plan will often have information that is
generalized to cover the entire municipality for many years.

How are Corridor Roads determined? Overall goal
in providing a Corridor infrastructure is to have a
paved surface within a few miles of any residence.
This is arrived at through traffic counts and how
we effectively move traffic through the
Municipality.

A Zoning Bylaw is the specific set of rules and procedures for
development and subdivision within specific places of the
municipality and controls the specific land uses of that
municipality. This bylaw is very specific and is amended often to
keep up with the needs of an evolving community.
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SMOKEY SAYS
GET A PERMIT

Don’t forget to obtain a Free Burn Permit for any
burn during all four seasons other than a recreational
fire.

Have a question or topic that you would like to
see in the Spring Newsletter?

Burn Permits are obtained by contacting the R.M.
Office who then distributes to local responders. It is
the responsibility of the Owner to contact 911 Call
Center Prior to the burn 1-866-404-4911.

Please contact us at the office 306-37-6244 or
email info@rmwilton.ca

Accurate directions to location of burn are essential
should local responders need to assist.
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Another Year of Proud Service to our Ratepayers
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